L protein, the RNA-dependent RNA polymerase of hantaviruses.
L protein of hantaviruses is the RNA transcriptase and replicase that transcribes mRNAs and replicates the genomic RNA using antigenomic RNA as an intermediate. It also appears to have endonuclease activity. In this review, the current knowledge on the hantavirus L protein is presented including sequence motifs conserved in RNA polymerases, mechanisms of RNA synthesis and also the most recent findings on homologous RNA recombination and membrane association.